
“The Good News” 

“Are you really throwing this out?” I asked 

my neighbor around the corner from my 

place.  While on a walk during an isolating 

stretch of the pandemic, I saw a pile of white 

heavy metal tubing with peculiar shapes.   

“Yes, we can’t use that metal hammock stand 

anymore because mice ate our rope ham-

mock”. 

We had a pleasant conversation, which was 

the first time we had met.  I explained that I 

had a rope hammock but nothing to hang it 

on.  They were delighted that I could make 

use of the stand.  So was I! 

A recent devotional in the Upper Room 

talked about a similar situation, where one 

party no longer sees value in an item, but be-

fore they dispose of it, they find someone 

who could use it anyway. The author, Jona-

than Scott, wrote:  “Similarly, we can look at 

our lives and think we have nothing useful 

left to give, especially when our bodies and 

minds stop working like they used to 

(Hello!).  But we may discover new ways to 

help a person in need or make someone’s day 

with kind words. What we believe holds no 

value may be what matters most to someone 

else.  . . . God can use what we reject to 

change the world.” 

River Spirit 
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     As we enter a new year in the 

midst of sometimes discouraging cir-

cumstances, let us not be too quick to 

dismiss or reject our capacity to, with 

God’s help, make this world a better 

place.  God sees great value in you 

and loves you as you are, even as you 

are called to share the best of who 

you are.   

God bless you as we enter our un-

known future, knowing that God 

treasures you, and is with you on 

your journey. 

Peace, 

Pastor Steve 
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From The Office:____________________________ 

 
Our Church office remains on limited hours. Please call ahead 
when visiting the office.  Diane and Jessie continue to check 
voicemail and email regularly. Please let us know of any needs, 
prayer requests or requests for a pastoral phone call. 

We have our online worship service posted by 6:00am on   
Sunday. 

  If you would like to have a zoom meeting with your group and 
would like us to set it up for you email  

Photo by Debbie Klonowski 

GIVING: Online giving is available and is appreciated as we will 
still have our regular operating costs and bills. Please mail in your 
giving to P.O. Box 695 5 W. Washington St. Oswego IL 60543 or 
use our E giving for online giving                                                                                           
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego   

which can also be found on our website under the giving tab. ~ 

WE RETURN TO OUR REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE Sunday, January 2
nd

.  

8:15 for Traditional and 10:30 for Contemporary.  

Sunday School returns to 9:30-10:30 beginning January 9
th

.  

Our online worship continues to be an alternative option as long as you need it.   

Thank you for your continued efforts to Do No Harm to loved ones and strangers alike in these  
challenging times. 

 ~Health Team Task Force-  

YEAR END GIVING:  As 2020 comes to a close, our year end 
giving for the 2020 General Fund and Apportionment will be 
accepted through Thursday, January 7th.  Please be sure to 
mark your envelope, or check with the calendar year and 
fund you are contributing to. Thank you for your generous 
support and dedication to our church, and our ministries as we 
continue to serve Christ and our mission to "make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

ADVENT BOX THANK YOU: I got a call from Marilyn Constantine who 
wanted to thank us for including them in the Advent Box deliveries. She 
was so happy with it and called me to thank us. It feels so good to know 
these people love opening a gift each day up to Christmas, helping 
them to look forward to each day for another little surprise. ~ Jan Olson 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego


We are hiring!  

Teacher for the 3 yr old classroom 

Teacher’s Aide for the 3 yr old classroom 

Please help spread the word if you know 
of anyone who may be interested. They 
can send a resume to Amanda Sidhu  

At littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

Registration is opening soon for the 2022-2023 school year! 

Thank you on behalf of the church staff for all of your generous gifts. 
It  was a wonderful surprise and  it is such a blessing to be            
appreciated.  

We hope you had a very Merry Christmas and enjoy a happy and 
healthy 2022. 



 
As UMW, we are very grateful for the continued support we receive from everyone!  Christmas 
was better for many families this year because our congregation and our preschool parents to-
gether provided many gifts for area families.  Together we provided toys for 75 children through 
the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program and gifted three families (8 people) with clothes, toys, 
and household items through the Share Your Blessings program through the Kendall County 
Health Department.  This is an example of putting our faith, hope and love in action.  Thank you so 
much!  The Angel Tree presents are shown around the Christmas tree in the Preschool and the 
Share Your Blessings gifts in the Gathering Room.  A big thank you to Amanda Sidhu and her Dad 
for delivering the Angel Tree gifts and to Judy and Chuck Schurman for delivering the Share Your 
Blessings gifts. 
 
Our 2022 UMW Mission Team has changed slightly from last year.  Amanda Sidhu has moved 
from being our Program Resources Mission Coordinator to the Vice-President position. Personally, 
I am looking forward to working with Amanda and encouraging her as she prepares to take over 
as President in 2023.  Judy McGregor graciously agreed to be our Program Resources Mission 
Coordinator.  It’s with a sad heart that we say good-by to Glenda Tifrea who has served as our 
Spiritual Growth and Prayer Chain Mission Coordinator for the past four years.  Her dedication in 
this area has been an inspiration for us all.  Thank you, Glenda!  Glenda will still be with us as a 
UMW member so we are glad about that.  She was recognized on December 12

th
 in the worship 

service before we installed all of our officers for 2022.   
 
Stepping up to be the new Spiritual Growth and Prayer Chain Coordinator will be Diane Clodi.  We 
are honored that she has agreed to take on this important responsibility.  Starting January 1

st
, 

please contact Diane with any prayer requests.  She may be reached at 630-554-1452 or at dian-
eclodi@yahoo.com.  You may request prayers for yourself or for anyone that you have received 
permission from to submit their prayer.  Contact Diane Clodi if you’d like to become part of this 
ministry or you need to change any of your information.  Requests are sent out through a small 
phone tree and through email.  Let’s claim the power God as given us as James tells us in James 
5:16, “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” I John 5:14 states, “This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 
us.” 
 
Janet McCarty 
UMW President 

mailto:dianeclodi@yahoo.com
mailto:dianeclodi@yahoo.com
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Congratulations to Elaine Green on a very successful awareness and fundraising campaign to help in 
the fight against human trafficking! Elaine wore a dress every day in December as part of the 
Dressember campaign posting on social media reminding everyone every day about the fight against 
human trafficking. She surpassed her goal of $2,500, raising $2,777.15 with 2 days to go! 

 
“I choose to advocate with Dressember because I believe in the inherent dignity of 
all people. Human trafficking is a $150 billion dollar industry and I want to do my 
part to end it. Join me this year as I continue to educate myself and others about 
this injustice and who it impacts most. Dressember is more than an awareness 
campaign; its an opportunity to join a global movement of over 32,000 advocates 
worldwide. Together, weve raised over $13 MM and counting to provide essential 
support to trafficking survivors around the world. What may seem like a silly style 
challenge has made a tremendous global impact and Im honored to be a small 
part of that. When you donate to Dressember, you support prevention, interven-
tion and survivor empowerment programs around the world. “ 
 

In 2005, founder Blythe Hill began hearing about the issue of human trafficking. Despite her deep 
sense of urgency to help, she felt helpless. She wasn't a lawyer or a doctor or a social   worker; her 
interests and talents were in fashion, trend analysis, and blogging. In 2009, Blythe challenged herself 
to wear a dress every day of December (hence: Dressember). Every year since then, more people 
joined in until Blythe’s one-person challenge blossomed into an international movement to fight human 
trafficking.  
 
According to the International Labour Organization, human trafficking is a $150 billion dollar industry. 
Our goal is to disrupt it. What may seem like a silly style challenge, has collectively raised over $13MM 
to fight human trafficking around the world. When enough people use their voices to advocate for 
change, things begin to shift. Dressember is much more than an awareness campaign; we’re a social 
movement rooted in the belief that all people deserve to be free.  

To learn more, visit www.dressember.org 

• Grab a coffee and join the UMM in person or online Fridays at 7am! 

• The United Methodist Men are holding their coffee hour in  person. 
For those who wish to attend via zoom, there will be an internet       
connection in the gathering room. Join us to find out what is happening 
with U.M.M. and the church.   

• We are always looking for people interested in the UMM stocking of 
the Kendall Co. Food Pantry on Wednesday  evenings at 5:00pm. 

Please contact the church office at 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org with any 
questions. 

 

MEN’S LUNCH: The United Methodist Men will be having their monthly 
Men’s Luncheon.at Riverside Pizza & Pub at 1100 Douglas Rd, Oswego on 
Wednesday, January 19th at noon. Please join us for fellowship and a fine 
meal.   



     

Oswego Christmas Walk & Cookie Walk December 3rd– 4th 
 
A festive time was had by all last Friday night at the Christmas Walk with some hot chocolate and   
caroling! Thank you to Reborn and the Youth.  Everyone enjoyed joining in– even from their cars 
while stuck in traffic! 
 
The Preschool handed out homemade cookies at the Oswego Cookie Walk on Saturday helping to fill 
over 400 cookie tins!  Many families stopped to take photos in front of the JOY sign. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



January Birthdays 

1/2                                 Pam Dodson 

1/2                              Castigan Saka 

1/4                              Jody Haltenhof 

1/6                                     Dolly Maly 

1/10                            Diana Bonhert 

1/10                       Christina Roberts 

1/10                                Shirley Was 

1/14                                Carol Austin 

1/14                                Nancy Miller 

1/17                              Dave Ralston 

1/18                            Melissa Butkus 

1/18                                Jeff Heidrich 

1/18                         Melissa Johnson 

1/21                            Rachel Farrow 

1/21                          Marilyn McNary 

1/22                                  Josh Dillon 

1/22                                      Gary Illg 

1/23                              Andrew Craig 

1/23                        Mary Lee Snyder 

1/23                          Bert VanEkeren 

1/25                                Kathy Craig 

1/26                              Elaine Green 

1/27                               Mark Gilloffo 

1/27                     William Hornbuckle 

1/28                              Phil Hartness 

1/29                                    Todd Bell 

1/29                                  Mark Craig 

 

Ed & Carol Bradley  
in memory of their parents  

 
Robert & Pamela Dodson, Sr 

in memory of Clifford & Edith Dodson, Stanley & 
Ferne Esping 

 
Janet McCarty 

in honor of her grandsons, Chris & Matthew Prosser 

 
Jaen Olson 

in memory of Don Olson & Lydia Carpenter 
 

Amanda Sidhu  
in memory of Madison Claire Williams 

 
Dave & Nancy Patush 

The Poinsettias in our sanctuary were lovingly donated by: 



The Church of the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist 

5 W. Washington St. 

PO Box 695 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                

Pastor: Pastor Steve Good 

pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org                        

Youth Director: Rachel Conover:  jessicarc31@gmail.com 

Executive Assistants:  Diane Baum  and   

Jessie Livingston 

Church Office Hours:  Mon-Fri by appointment 

Newsletter Editor:  
publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  

Office Email:  office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

Little Shepherd Preschool:  
littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

    Director & Teacher – Amanda Sidhu       

    Teachers Aide: Vincenza Ferguson  

Choir Director: Jonathan Tatar 

Custodian:  Bonnie Kennedy 

Nursery Attendant: Shannon Cronin 

Organist & HandBell Choir Director:  Cheryl Todd 

Pianist: Sue Gilla 

Reborn Praise Band:  Jon Conover, Band Leader 

www.goodshepherdoswego.org 


