
“The Good News” 

As we pivot into the new year, we carry 
our experiences and memories of the 
past year with us. Some things we’d    
rather forget.  Some things we need to 
remember.  One of those is our ongoing 
hope and prayer for peace in our world. 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” is a beauti-
ful Christmas hymn that we recently sang 
about the birth of Jesus 2,000 years ago.  
Most of us could not sing it without    
thinking of the brutal war in Israel and 
Palestine today.  Each week I join a 
prayer group in Jerusalem by Zoom to 
pray for peace.  Guest speakers include 
rabbis and Palestinian Christians from 
Bethlehem.  They remind us that the  
statistics of the war don’t tell the whole 
story – the pain, fear, grief, and anger 
are real experiences of real people. The 
violence of the murders of Jewish people 
and the hostages taken are the           
unfathomable – the biggest massacre of 
Jews since the Holocaust during WWII.  
The people in our prayer group have lost 
friends and  family members in Gaza to 
bombs and missiles, among the 20,000 
Palestinian fatalities.  Now a large part of 
the population is on the brink of          
starvation. As a people called to shine 
the light of Christ and to have            
compassion on others, where do we find 
hope in such a situation? 

Hope begins with seeing the other and 
realizing that they seek hope as well.  At 
O’Hare airport in 2017, Jewish and    
Muslim  protesters joined in unity to     
oppose the White House ban on Muslim 
travel to the U.S.  A serendipitous       
moment (which I believe was a God   
moment too) had two families meet    
during the protest.  When a local rabbi 
lifted his young son onto his shoulders, 
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holding the sign “Hate has no 
Home Here” they turned around 
to see a Muslim father carrying 
his young daughter on his     
shoulders with the signs “Love” 
and “Empathy”.  The fathers and 
children connected and became 
friends in their shared values.  
This fall, in the midst of the      
current war, the Muslim man   
contacted the Rabbi and gave 
condolences to the rabbi’s wife, 
whose cousin was among  the 
Jews slain by Hamas.  That 
phone call filled aching hearts.  
Said the rabbi: “When you’re in 
darkness, it may be hard to      
imagine a room full of light, but 
you actually don’t need a room 
full of light;  just start with one 
small candle.” 

In this new year, may each of us 
be such a candle of light in a 
world of darkness through our 
prayers, our acts of kindness, and 
our perseverance to see the hope 
that God gives us, and the peace 
of Christ that brings new life. 
  

Peace,   

Pastor Steve 
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From The Office:____________________________ 

 
Our Church office remains on limited hours. Please call ahead 
when visiting the office. Diane and Jessie continue to check 
voicemail and email regularly. Please let us know of any needs, 
prayer requests or requests for a pastoral phone call. We have 
our online worship service posted by 6:00am on Sunday. If you 
would like to have a zoom meeting with your group and would 
like us to set it up for you email Jessie at                              
publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  
 

GIVING: Online giving is available and is appreciated as we will 
still have our regular operating costs and bills. Please mail in your 
giving to P.O. Box 695 5 W. Washington St. Oswego IL 60543 or 
use our E giving for online giving                                                                                           
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego   

which can also be found on our website under the giving tab. ~  

CONTACTING PASTOR STEVE 

 

For our newer congregants and for others who may have forgotten, Pastor Steve's contact          
information is always listed monthly on each issue of the River Spirit, online on our weekly Sunday 
bulletin, and in our church photo directory. For your convenience, you can also put his info in your 
phone's Contact List. For joys, concerns, needs, questions, appointments, or just a chat with the 
Pastor, call him on his direct church cell phone 630-608-7843 or email him at                             
pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org  
 
(By the way, he enjoys a cup of coffee at the Village Grind now and then!)  

YEAR END GIVING:  As 2023 comes to a close, our year end 
giving for the 2023 General Fund and Apportionment will be 
accepted through Friday, January 5th.  Please be sure to 
mark your envelope, or check with the calendar year and 
fund you are contributing to. Thank you for your generous 
support and dedication to our church, and our ministries as we 
continue to serve Christ and our mission to "make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

I want to thank the members of our congregation and my friends for all the cards 
and phone calls I have received during my convalescence.  Breaking both my 
shoulders required an extremely long and painful recovery. It has been seven 
weeks so far since my accident, and I am prayerfully nearing the end of this recov-
ery time.  Your cards and phone calls were the best part of each day.  Also I was 
surprised and thrilled to receive an Advent box.  It has been fun to open a small 
gift each day.  Thank you very much. I hope to see you all when I am able to     
return to church regularly. Love, Cheryl Todd 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego


Thank you on behalf of the church staff for all of your generous gifts. 
It  was a wonderful surprise and  it is such a blessing to be            
appreciated.  

We hope you had a very Merry Christmas and enjoy a happy and 
healthy 2024. 

NEW ACE CLASS: The ACE Class will start a new six-week DVD study 
based on Max Lucado’s book, Fearless, on January 7th. 
  Fearless draws from Jesus’ encounters with people in frightening  situa-
tions giving evidence that we can trust God through these scary times. In 
six sessions, Max takes a close look at our greatest fears and offers 
scripturally based reassurance and guidance through even the toughest 
moments of our lives. Join us in the Meditation Room at 9:30 each Sun-
day morning.  Having a copy of the book would be helpful. 

From Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church: 

     "Our Christian colleagues in Bethlehem tell us that this Advent and Christmas in      
Bethlehem the lights that normally adorn the birthplace of Jesus will remain unlit in 
memory of those who have been killed in the current conflict. The patriarchs and the heads 
of churches in Jerusalem have noted that the traditional festive services in the Holy Land 
will be somber in nature due to the ongoing war. . . . 

This Advent we invite Methodist churches across the globe to . . . refrain from lighting the 
(second Advent Candle, often referred to as the "Peace" or "Bethlehem" candle) in          

solidarity with all who are suffering in the Holy Land.  " 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd is sending to our Methodist Liaison Office in 
Jerusalem a photo of our unlit second candle which will be shared with the 
local church communities in the Holy Land to show we are with them in 
our prayers.  "Comfort, comfort my people, says your God" (Isaiah 40:1) 

Registration is Opening Soon for 
the 2024-2025 School year! 

Merry Christmas  
& Happy New Year  
from the LSP Staff! 

 



We at United Women in Faith are looking back at our accomplishments 
in 2023 and are looking forward to implementing plans for a successful 
2024. With the help of so many, United Women in Faith was able to 
double the mission donations this year over 2022. 

 

 Our annual chili supper was held December 1
st
. A big thank you to 

Joy Tierney and Sherri Sharp for co-chairing, and to all the ladies who 
made the chili, baked the pies and brownies, or  donated soft drinks. Jan 
Olson donated the beautiful center pieces, and Girl Scout Troop # 2053 

cleared the tables. Thank you to all who helped in 
any way, big or small. Other donors were RSP 
Graphics, Jimmy John’s, and Walmart. And of 
course, those who came out to eat helped in a big 
way. The United Women in Faith made slightly 
over $ 800.00.   

 

 

During December, our thoughts turn to those who might need a little extra 
to ensure their families have gifts under the tree Christmas morning.  The  
United Women in Faith again participated in Share Your Blessings and 
the Angel Tree with Salvation Army. This year we 
had three families with 17 people for Share Your 
Blessings. Along with Little Shepherd  preschool, 
we donated gifts for 40 children with Angel Tree. 
Thank you to all who helped make their      
Christmas a little  happier this year. 

 

 

The United Women in Faith installed officers for 2024 at the        
December 2023 unit meeting. Shar Momich will become the new secretary, replacing Pat        
Rogerson. Pat will continue as the   funeral coordinator for next year. A big thank you to Pat for all 
her hard work and dedication as secretary for the past three past years. Thank you to Becca  
Johnson for being  program resources coordinator. We appreciate you!  Janet McCarty will        
become the new program resources coordinator. Thank you to all the other officers who will be 
keeping their current positions. 

 Thanks to all who made contributions, big or small during this past year. We are very    
grateful for the continued support we receive from everyone. 

 

Kay Bonebrake 

Vice President 

United Women in Faith 
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FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH: Please join us between services on 
Sunday, January 14

th
 for our Fellowship brunch. 9:30-11am.  

 

 
                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will once again be participating in the 6th annual Oswego Downtown Chocolate Walk on     
Saturday, February 3rd from 10am-2pm. If you are interested in attending the event– tickets are 
on sale now for $20. (tickets are limited)  
https://oswego-downtown-assocation.ticketleap.com/chocolate-walk-for-charity-2024/?
fbclid=IwAR068Eis4udO65AfsqzTOPQeuRQ-cFCMgjdyFp7eeAs4wyTy7HUIM91phIM 
 
Bags may be picked up starting January 29th at Imagination Print & Design, 68 Main Street, 
Oswego. Map of participating businesses will be with the bag. Over 20 locations participating.  

CASA Kendall County is a nonprofit membership organization, which advocates for the best      
interest of children who have experienced abuse and neglect. They train and support dedicated   
community volunteers who serve to protect a child’s right to a safe and permanent home. We are 
the child’s voice in court. 
 

• Grab a coffee and join the UMM in person or online Fridays at 7am! 

• The United Methodist Men are holding their coffee hour in  person. 
For those who wish to attend via zoom, there will be an internet       
connection in the gathering room. Join us to find out what is happening 
with U.M.M. and the church.   

• We are always looking for people interested in the UMM stocking of 
the Kendall Co. Food Pantry on Wednesday  evenings at 5:00pm. 

Please contact the church office at 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org with any 
questions. 

MEN’S LUNCH: The United Methodist Men will be having their monthly 
Men’s Luncheon at Silver Dollar Restaurant, 102 E. Stagecoach Trail, 
Yorkville on Wednesday, January 17th at noon. Please join us for fellowship 
and a fine meal.      

Bags may be picked up starting January 29th at Imagination Print & Design, 68 Main Street, 



     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ed & Carol Bradley: In Honor of Our Family 

Alexander Butkus & family: In Memory of Ellen Butkus 

Carol Dodd: In Honor of My Family 

Robert & Pamela Dodson, Sr: In Memory of Our Parents 

Debbie Klonowski 
In Memory of Our Parents (Everett & Dodie Blake, Al Klonowski) 

Judy Loch: In Memory of Jennifer Elliott 

Janet McCarty 
In Honor of My Grandsons, Chris & Matthew Prosser 

Amanda Sidhu 
In Memory of Madison Claire Williams and Nathan Williams 

Artie & Allison Taylor: In Memory of Dina- Jo Taylor 

Randy & Barb Wood 
In Memory of Our Parents and Our Daughter 

The flowers on the altar were lovingly donated by Sharlene Momich in honor of her Good Shepherd family.  

The Poinsettias in our sanctuary were lovingly donated by: 

Missions closed out 2023 by serving a special holiday themed meal 
at the Hesed House Family Shelter on Saturday, December 23.  
 
The dinner consisted of roast turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, sweet 
potatoes, stuffing, green beans, dinner rolls, and a variety of desserts. 

 
Special thanks to Gail Ford, Dave and Nancy Patush, Steve Poniatowski, Ruth 
Frey, Becca Johnson, Pat Rogerson, and Shar Momich for contributing items 
to the meal, and Dave and Nancy Patush, Steve Poniatowski, and Roland   
Saka for helping to serve the meal at Hesed House. It was enjoyed by all, and 
there were plenty of leftovers for guests and staff to enjoy over the holiday as 
well. 
 
Our next service date will be announced soon. Thank you to the congregation 
for your continued support of this ongoing local mission opportunity!  

 
               Happy New Year!!! 

 
 

 

 



January Birthdays 

1/2                                 Pam Dodson 

1/2                              Castigan Saka 

1/4                              Jody Haltenhof 

1/6                                     Dolly Maly 

1/10                            Diana Bonhert 

1/10                       Christina Roberts 

1/10                                Shirley Was 

1/14                                Carol Austin 

1/14                                Nancy Miller 

1/17                              Dave Ralston 

1/18                            Melissa Butkus 

1/18                                Jeff Heidrich 

1/18                         Melissa Johnson 

1/21                         Alison Cartwright 

1/21                  Samantha Cartwright 

1/21                            Rachel Farrow 

1/21                          Marilyn McNary 

1/23                        Mary Lee Snyder 

1/25                                Kathy Craig 

1/26                              Elaine Green 

1/27                               Mark Gilloffo 

1/28                              Phil Hartness 

1/29                                    Todd Bell 

1/29                                  Mark Craig 



The Church of the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist 

5 W. Washington St. 

PO Box 695 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                

Pastor: Pastor Steve Good 

pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org                        

Youth Director: Rachel Conover:  jessicarc31@gmail.com 

Executive Assistants:  Diane Baum  and  Jessie Livingston 

Church Office Hours:  Tues, Thurs, Fri. 10-3 or by appointment 

Newsletter Editor:  publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  

Office Email:  office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

Little Shepherd Preschool:  littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

    Director & Teacher – Amanda Sidhu 

    Teacher– Jessica Exline       

    Teachers Aides: Vincenza Ferguson & Tracy Johnson 

Choir Director: Jonathan Tatar 

Custodian:  Bonnie Kennedy 

Organist & HandBell Choir Director:  Cheryl Todd 

Pianist: Sue Gilla 

Reborn Praise Band:  Jon Conover, Band Leader 
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