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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ						   October 2025

	We have now completed the first 9 months of 2025. Here is where we stand on finances. 
  
	General Fund contributions are now about 0.3% over the same time period in 2024. This is a great improvement from 3 months ago when contributions were down by about 6 ½%. Thanks to all for their contributions that made this turnaround in results possible! 

	Looking at expenses, our total normal operating and administrative costs (excluding the property insurance prepayment) continue to be about 4% higher than last year, slightly below the anticipated operating budget levels. The staff, trustees, and other committee heads continued to do an excellent job in managing expenses in the 3rd quarter. Although the costs of utilities continue to rise, we are hopeful that controls on all other expenses will continue for the balance of 2025 to allow us to stay under budgeted levels. Our regular monthly apportionment contributions to the Northern Illinois Conference, as of the end of September, are fully paid, a great position to be in! (We were one month behind at this point last year). 

With our expenses somewhat higher than last year, we need strong 4th quarter contributions to allow us to continue to keep current on all our General Fund obligations, including our apportionment. Historically, General Fund contributions have been very strong in the 4th quarter. Although we are currently about even with last year, we are hopeful that this same exceptional level of giving occurs in the 4th quarter again this year. This will allow for a strong finish to 2025, and a great start for 2026. 
 
  	We have recently adopted a new e-giving platform called Zeffy that eliminates the fees that we have been required to pay to the current provider. Our thanks to the church member that brought this to our attention. This is a very convenient (and now free to the church) way to provide your regular or even one-time contributions. Instructions for enrolling are in various communications from the church, or you can contact the church office. If you need to see your progress in supporting the church this year, just contact the office and they will get a current statement for you. The contributions that you make to the General Fund either in person, through the mail, and through e-giving are needed and very much appreciated. Please prayerfully consider continuing, or even increasing them as your personal finances allow. With everyone’s help, your Church will stay up to date with all its expenses, continue to retain our valuable staff, and continue to bring the Lord’s message to everyone. 

Yours in Service to the Lord,

Ed Bradley, Finance Committee Chair         
image1.png




